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4 January 2019


Dear Editor,

Comment on “Hundreds of thousands spent on repairing art owned by government”

Contrary to the sentiments express in the article “Hundreds of thousands spent on repairing art owned by government” (3 Jan 2019), I would like to congratulate the DCMS on the investment made in conservation of the Government Art Collection. It is heartening that public resources are being invested in our shared cultural heritage and it was unfortunate that the focus of the article was on the expenditure rather than the benefits of conservation and restoration, which cannot always be quantified into headline-grabbing numbers.  

Conservation is the preservation, protection, care and restoration of our cultural heritage, of which the Government Art Collection is an important part. It can significantly enhance the value and understanding of works when it is based on sound decision-making processes. Conservators work closely with experts such as curators, historians, and scientists to gain an understanding of an artwork before taking action. Sometimes, the decision is taken to do nothing. Other times, it can lead to actions such as “cleaning, relining, filling and retouching” as described in the list of restoration work commissioned by the government.

This practice ensures that our shared heritage is cared for and protected for the benefit, use, enjoyment and education of the public today and for generations to come. It supports our world-renowned heritage sector and creative industries, stimulating tourism and creative practice by making sites and collections accessible. 

Conservation drives innovation in science and technology through the research questions it raises. The UK is a world-leader in the cross-disciplinary field of heritage science, applying science and technology to cultural heritage to improve understanding, management and engagement. 

As rightly highlighted by DCMS, it also contributes to the UK’s soft power by enabling our cultural exports to continue to tell the UK’s story around the world. Our long history of conservation has seen the development of an independent profession with its own standards, ethics, theory, education frameworks and notions of practice. This expertise is held in high regard and routinely sought internationally.

Investment in conservation is consequently an investment in our understanding of the past, health and wellbeing, economy and global reputation. In this light, I welcome the DCMS’s commitment to taking conservation “very seriously.”

The value of conservation is strongly dependent on conservation being carried out by suitably qualified professionals. Professional conservators use their education and training, specialist knowledge and skills, experience, good judgment and ethical approach to conserve cultural heritage sensitively. As the professional body for the conservation of our cultural heritage, we at The Institute of Conservation believe that professional accreditation, through its commitment to rigorous assessment and continuous development, is the best guarantee for quality and high standards of practice and ethics.

While it may be true that our museums sector is faced with pressures, including a challenging funding environment for the arts, we should celebrate rather than denigrate the expertise and skills, which underpin the care and conservation of our national treasures. Our museums are equipped with world-class conservators, who enhance our understanding of art and heritage and help to preserve it for the enjoyment and education of all generations. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Yours sincerely,

Siobhan Stevenson ACR
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