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The Archaeological Archive 

“The Museum set out to create the LAARC not only to 
house the archive but also to ensure it was properly 

curated and made accessible” 
H.Swain, 2007 

“The World’s Largest 
Archaeological Archive” 
Guinness World Records 

• Records concerning 
nearly 8,500 excavations 

in London 
• Over 3,500 detailed 
excavation archives 



Championing Archaeology 

Reaching out 
Through voluntary schemes, 
educational activities and the 

website, LAARC enables 
people – especially 

Londoners – to own their 
archaeology. 

Curating 
Archaeological 

contractors generate 
information and finds, 
which are deposited 

in the LAARC 

Researching 
LAARC enables 

professionals, students 
and researchers to 

develop knowledge about 
London The public 

recognises the 
importance of 
archaeology 

Planners impose 
conditions on 

development and 
require developers 

to finance 
archaeological work 



The	
  Reality	
  



Volunteer Work 

•  Repacking	
  artefacts	
  to	
  archive	
  
standards	
  

•  Audi2ng	
  collec2ons	
  
•  Storage	
  &	
  Access	
  improvements	
  
•  Crea2ng	
  space	
  

•  Mixed	
  teams	
  
•  Fixed	
  project	
  lengths	
  
•  Set	
  project	
  targets	
  
	
  
•  New	
  skill	
  learning	
  (&	
  sharing)	
  
•  Supplemented	
  learning	
  
•  Social	
  environment	
  
	
  
•  Online	
  dissemina2on	
  (social	
  media)	
  
•  Internally	
  inclusive	
  
	
  

Collec.ons	
  Care	
  Work	
  



Beyond	
  Storage:The	
  Challenge	
  
How do you engage people with this? 

What does that achieve? 



Reassessing	
  archives	
  as	
  spaces	
  



Voluntours 

•  11	
  volunteers	
  
•  Average	
  of	
  2	
  public	
  tours	
  per	
  month	
  
•  Group	
  training	
  
•  Tour	
  guiding	
  duos	
  

•  90	
  minute	
  tours	
  
•  Themed	
  tours	
  
•  Income	
  genera2ng	
  
	
  
•  New	
  learning	
  	
  
•  Personal	
  experiences	
  
	
  
•  “Thoroughly	
  Engaging”	
  
•  Annual	
  Reviews	
  
	
  

Reassessing	
  archives	
  as	
  spaces	
  





Going	
  beyond	
  the	
  archive	
  



Going	
  beyond	
  the	
  archive	
  
Unearthing Bromley 



Going	
  beyond	
  the	
  archive	
  
Unearthing Bromley 



Engaging	
  with	
  the	
  wider	
  world	
  



www.youtube.com/museumoflondon	
  



Archaeology Online 

•  3-­‐9	
  Selected	
  ‘graduate’	
  volunteers	
  
•  Scanning	
  and	
  recording	
  artefact	
  groups	
  
•  Preparing	
  records	
  for	
  online	
  publica2on	
  
•  Curator-­‐standard	
  records	
  
	
  
•  Individual	
  work	
  
•  Group	
  training	
  workshops	
  

•  10	
  weeks	
  
	
  
•  New	
  skill	
  base	
  
•  Research	
  &	
  learning	
  
	
  
•  Con2nuous	
  project	
  work	
  	
  

Engaging	
  with	
  the	
  wider	
  world	
  



	
  
•  Reach	
  more	
  people	
  (visitors)	
  
•  Become	
  beYer	
  known	
  (marke2ng)	
  
•  Stretch	
  thinking	
  (research)	
  
•  Engage	
  every	
  school	
  child	
  (learning)	
  
•  Stand	
  on	
  your	
  own	
  two	
  feet	
  (money)	
  

Museum	
  of	
  London	
  

Museum	
  Strategy	
  
	
  

•  Reach	
  more	
  people	
  	
  
•  Become	
  beYer	
  known	
  

•  Stretch	
  thinking	
  	
  
•  Engage	
  every	
  school	
  child	
  

•  Stand	
  on	
  your	
  own	
  two	
  feet	
  



Engage	
  every	
  school	
  child	
  	
  

Stretch	
  thinking	
  	
  

Become	
  beYer	
  known	
  	
  

Museum	
  Strategy	
  

Reach	
  more	
  people	
  	
  

Stand	
  on	
  your	
  own	
  two	
  feet	
  



Thanks!	
  
	
  

Adam	
  Corsini	
  
Archaeology	
  Collec2ons	
  Manager	
  (Engagement)	
  

Museum	
  of	
  London	
  Archaeological	
  Archive	
  
	
  

acorsini@museumoflondon.org.uk	
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